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COMMUNICATIONS, ORIGINAL AND SELECTED. 



To tht Proprietors; of tie Belfast Magqsattt, 



" Malicious censure I regard not : inge- 
nuous I honour." 

Seldom. 

TN your last Magazine, a writer 
•*■ in endeavouring to vindicate the 
B irgher Seceders Jrotri the charge 
of impropriety of conduct respect- 
ing Clare congregation, has made 
several indirect attacks on the friends 
of liberty. These attacks are pro* 
bably unworthy of, ..notice, as the 
true, consistent friends of liberty, 
are so pre-eminently distinguished 
for integrity and uprightness of prin- 
ciple, that they stand unmoved at 
the insidious attempts of the friends 
of arbitrary power to impeach their 
characters. I should, therefore, not 
have thought your correspondent's 
malicious and unfounded assertion, 
"that a thorough-paced refniblicin 
was in hi* heart and i6 ftis'family a 
tyrant," wdrthyof Bertie^ iff had 
nut observed a .'sysietpatic attempt 
in the defenders "and promulgators 
ofthe slavish maxims of the «' powers 
that be," to calumniate" ihe vhrtine of 
which they ire conscious of being 
incapable of ettroMing. 

Some efeigyriieri also have in ihe^r 
sermons mAfustStfely iv'pwe'd thrfir 
baseness, in ' Condescending Vo afruse 
the trnly patriotic portiofj of tne 
community. Ina sermon lately pub- 
lished, arid actually preached^ the 
following cdri6u*deShitkmhasbeen 
given of a Jacobin, an animal which 
bus been represented to resemble', in 
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some degree, the friends of civil and 
religious liberty in Ireland. ,( He 
is a strange kind of being, who, when 
he hears of any news favourable to 
his country, knits h s brows, slouches 
his hat over his eyes, and to get rid 
of the odious congratulations of all 
around him, sneaks' home, where 
he givesve.nl to his spleen, by swear- 
ing at hs wife, scofd in g his chil- 
dren, kicking his dog, and smash- 
ing the china." As I have never 
pCrceived these symptonis of tyranny 
among. 1 he true friends of Ifejand, 
I bait .only" attribute these frigntful 
caricaitu+ek, which exist only, in 'the 
imagination'*' of the be-darkeners of 
the humah ' intellect, to a dishonest 
feif that ' the people should permit 
the bright, sun of reason to dispel the 
glbijfti of ignorance. 
Having encVbac"hM already tbb riiucb 
on vour pi^ki/J pdtnih me to add'the 
fof lowing %.<f hH ' irirVrrY a *<peecii of 
Egerttm '-Sitihtt, ' edilbr^' and; propri- 
etor of the Liverpool .Mercury,' at a, 
dinher"df ) Uhe Concentric SiicieVy. 
An'extract which I trust jwfii'^flord 
sorjte corporation to the 'fcien'ds of 
libSiyty, by;fic(1dirig out examples oY 
pef«;Wrance having been' crownA-d 
witfPsotCess.' 

" A. cause like ours, Gentlemen, 
resting oh 'the firni basis o'f truth, 
justicej and' reasrfo,' cannot be shaft- 
en by thi' Weak attacks of igno- 
rance, or ! the"Weath.6f slander, it 
is a melancholy fact:, however, that 
Vuthi' although it may be' sure, is 
generally slow in its^progress; owing 
10 the impediments constantly p*re- 
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sented by the folly, the obstinacy, 
or the jealousy of mankind, I shall 
adduce, in illustration of this posi- 
tion, some of the instances which 
present themselves most prominent- 
ly to my recollection at this mo- 
ment. Let ns turn our eyes to the life 
of Socrates,aman distinguished above 
all others of antiquity for his love of 
science, morality) and attachment to 
rational liberty. He was persecuted 
and condemned to death for his at- 
tempts to improve and enlighten his 
countrymen, who too late, sensible 
of his value, endeavoured to atone 
for their fatal prror, by erecting to 
bis memory a v monument to record 
his virtues, and their own infatua- 
tion, 

"It has at one period oeen a 
heinous offence lo believe and teach 
that system of the universe, which 
is now so generally received, that 
any one would be laughed to scorn, 
who should, dispute it ; yet Galileo 
was compelled to renounce the doc- 
trine of th.e earth's motion, as an 
abominable heresy,, which he chose 
to do, rather than be burned to 
death .!' 

" Recollect the persevering ex- 
ertions of the philanthropic Clark- 
son, a considerable portion of whose 
Jife has been spent in his attempts to 
procure the abolition of the African. 
Slave-trade. 

" Bear in mind the strong opposi- 
tion shown to the practice of inocu- 
lation for the small-pox ; vaccina- 
tion, which succeeded, experienced 
still stronger opposition, aggravated 
by the aid of lampoon and carica- 
ture. 

" The morfern simplified system 
of education, usually denominated 
the Lancasterian, met with the same, 
fate : this is not, however, to be won- 
dered at, as there is nothing so much 
tjreaded by one class ol the commu- 
nity, as enlightening the other ! 

"The spirited and humaae 



promoters of all the schemes 
for extending human happiness to 
which I have alluded, have glorious- 
ly persevered, have finally triumph. 
ed over every obstacle, and are now 
ranked amongst the immortal bene- 
factors of the human race ; their ex- 
ample should encourage us in our 
struggles to attain an object scarcely 
inferior in importance to any which 
can be contemplated; I mean a Par- 
liamentary Reform. We are placed 
in a world, where scarcely any one 
thing worth the having, is to be 
obtained, without labour and per- 
severance. Let us then persevere 
under the well-grounded conviction, 
that the cause of truth and justice 
must in the end be crowned with 
complete success." 

Y, 
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S your correspondent Metellus 
in the las't number of the Bel, 
fast Magazine, after endeavouring 
to prove that 1 had severely and un- 
justly censured sorne ohseivations on 
Music, concludes his remarks with 
an acknowledgment which diiftrs. 
only in a slight degree from the sen- 
timents I have aready advanced on 
the subject, a reply may appear un- 
necessary, but I wish briefly to no, 
tice some of the arguments which he 
has adduced. When I consider hovr 
much more usefully the time neces- 
sarily spent in learning and prac- 
tising music may be employed, I 
certainly think it criminal to devote 
so much time to an art which is of 
very little use either to an individ- 
ual, or to the community. If, in- 
deed, amnsenieni; were the chief 
business of life, music would he a, 
delightful recreation, but man, as a 
rational being, endowed with intel- 
ligence, and capable of attaining 
to a high decree of intellectual ex- 



